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Subject: Access to the national Covid-19 vaccination campaigns for EU staff, 
retired staff and their families in the Member States of their place of 
employment / residence 

Your Excellency, 

I am writing to you regarding the very important topic of Covid-19 vaccination. As you 
know, the European Commission, following the recommendation of the European 
Medicines Agency, is about to authorise Covid-19 vaccines and that the start of the 
vaccination campaigns across EU is expected very soon.  

As the Director-General for Human Resources and Security in the European 
Commission, I want to make sure that we do everything possible on our side to ensure  
all EU staff, retired staff as well as their family members covered by the insurance 
scheme of the EU institutions, the Joint Sickness Insurance Scheme (JSIS), have access 
to a Covid-19 vaccine, in line with the Treaty obligation of equal treatment. 

In certain instances, those persons insured under the JSIS are treated as private patients 
and therefore do not necessarily have the same treatment as those insured under your 
national health care system. It is for this reason that I would like to ask for your help with 
the relevant national authorities to ensure that all current and former staff members of the 
Union, as well as their family members residing in Portugal, are granted equal access to 
national vaccination campaigns against Covid-19, in line with the national rules.  

It would be thus extremely helpful if you could transmit this letter to any relevant 
ministry/body/authority in Portugal that could help us achieve this.   

I very much appreciate your help on this important matter. My services remain at your 
disposal for any matters relating to this subject. Mr Christian Roques, Director of 
Directorate HR.D - Health & Wellbeing - Working Conditions 
(Christian.Roques@ec.europa.eu) is in charge of coordinating all aspects of the Covid-19 
vaccination campaign within my Directorate General. 
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I would also like to take this opportunity to wish you a Merry Christmas and all the best 
for the New Year. 

Yours sincerely, 

Gertrud Ingestad 

c.c.: C. Roques (HR.D)  

Electronically signed 


